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at all as a matter of curioſity, or en- 


AUTHOR to the READER. 


1 Did not preſume to print . fol-_ 


lowing letters from a vain con- 
ceit, that they contain'd any thing ? 
important enough to intereſt the read- 


er; but from an hope, that they 


wou'd have ſuch comments and ani- 
madverſions made upon them, as the 


nature of the caſe ſeems to deſerve. It 


not only ſets forth a ſtretch of power 
J had little reaſon to expect; but ſhews 
likewiſe, that my grievance, even after 
a very humble remonſtrance, was treat- 


ed with the moſt imperious diſregard. 


I recommend them therefore to the 
peruſal of the public, partly as a ſeſ- 
lon, and partly as an appeal: but not 


tertainment. 


— COA ab uno 


D iſce omnes. 
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LETTER the Firſt, 


MA DAM, 
Shou'd ſcarce think myſelf warranted in 
giving you this trouble, had not the motive 
to it moſt grievauſly troubled me. His Majeſty 
is ſo univerſally reputed... good, that there is 
little more reaſon to doubt of his claim to that 
attribute, than the Deity's. And yet you pre- 
vail'd upon him to do me a wrong, ſo compli-' 
cated a wrong, as I think he wou'd not have 
been guilty of, knowingly, for another king- 
dom. The reſentment of it brought an 
additional fever upon my ſpirits, which con- 
fined me ten or eleven weeks; and if my 
ſenſations did not deceive me, was very near 
coſting me my life : I am ſtill feeling, as may 
be teſtified, very pernicious and dangerous 
conſequences from it. The bear mention, 
Madam, of ſuch an arbitrator as you, in a 
matter of domeſtic ſtrife in a private family, 1s 


an 


(+) 


an abomination : but your becoming an effi- 


cient advocate in ſuch a cauſe, is a violation of 
all the rights, and rules of right, that ever had- 
being amongſt men. But 'cou'l that good 
ſenſe, which governs you, I am told, in other 
things, have fo far fail d you in this particular 
inſtance, as to conceive, that ſuch appeals 
were cognizable before the throne ; ſtill muſt 
your Highneſs allow, that a partial hearing of 
them is the moſt flagrant injuſtice. Shoy'd 
yau, therefore, have ſybjected your rigid, 

righteous Brother, to ſuch an impeachment, 
how. will you account with him? 1 have 
ſo high an opinion of His Majeſty” s rectitude 


of heart; that I am perſuaded, if the circum- 


ſtances of the tenure by which I obtain'd and 
held my penſions, had been properly ſet forth 


to him, no miſrepreſentations on the part of 


their claimant, nor the maſt earneſt ſollicitations 
on your own, cou'd have induced him to com- 
mit ſuch an act of violence as I am complaining 
of; eſpecially as the unhappy ſufferer has been 
notoriouſly the moſt injured and afflicted man 
in all his dominions. The penſions, for 

example, were not the mere fruits of the late 
King's bounty, but had been granted to me 
by Enipromiſe : . 6 relinquiſh d a better thing 
in lieu of them. As they partake thus far of 


"81 
the nature of a purchaſe, the property was un- 
queſtionably to be in the purchaſer. I accord- 

ingly received them, till your Highneſs be- 
came a ſuitor for the alienation for them: and 
not by virtue of this title only, but by 9 
agreement with thoſe to whom you got them 
alfign d; and the conditions of this agreement, 
no power on earth cou'd, equitably, diſpenſe 
with. I was told, nevertheleſs, when I ſent 
my agent to the office, that this covenant was 
eancel'd, and my claim ſuperſeded, without' 
any voucher appearing of the authority by 
which it was effected. Some intimations, in- 
deed, had been inſolently given me, of what 
was doing under the direction of your High- 
| neſs and Lord Shelburne; but as I cou'd not 
A | give credit, I ſcarcely gave ear to it: And upon 
1 applying to Mr. Grenville for ſome further ſa- 

tisfaction, in a matter ſo intereſting, I found 
1 him as utterly uninform'd as myſelf. I was 
4 not at all inclined to diſpute His Majeſty's- 
{ will, nor knew I, if 1 had been fo diſpoſed, 
any means of controuling it. 


But before I quit this very irkſome ſubject, it 
may not be improper to inform you, that 
YH there was a very confiderable arrear due upon 
E the 3 f which made the transfer, at 
ſuch 


645 


ſuch a time, doubly detrimental. This being 


the exact ſtate of my caſe, it were needleſs, 
Madam, to obſerve, that by your untoward 
dealings with me, you have converted this 


little benefaction from the crown, into one of 
the greateſt grievances of my whole life. 


11 is my firm and fix d belief, Madam, that 


when His Majeſty ſhall come to know the 
various ills to which you have made him ac- 
ceſlary, it will abate of his affection for you. 


Vou have tempted him to bruiſe the broken 
reed, by taking part with the oppreſſor againſt 
the oppreſo d: which is very unlike the King 

of Kings; who, amongſt all the powers and 


attributes aſcribed to him, has not ſo great and 
glorious, as helping them to right, that 


«© ſuffer wrong.” This alone, Madam, is a 
moſt heinous aggravation of your cruelty, 95 5 


to quicken my ſenſe of it more abundantly, i 


has been inflicted on me in behalf of the — | 


deteſtable creature, that ever diſhonour'd an 


human ſhape : one that, to all the ordinary 
failings in a female conduct, has added the 
moſt matchleſs ingratitude, and inhumanity. 


There is ſcarcc an offence or injury to be con- 
ceived, that I have not ſuffer d from her. Such 


reproach and guilt, one ſhou g think, cou'd. 
Y admit 


** 
© 


( 5 ) 
admit of no enhancement: but they will be 
hugely increaſed, when I proteſt to you, that, 


from the time I became her friend, I have 


made her pleaſures and intereſts the ſole objects 
of my attention : almoſt to the total excluſion 
of the only ſelfiſh view I have had in my whole 
life: 7 mean, the recovery of my long loſt 
health, and peace of mind. 


* fine, Madam, you muſt excuſe me, if I 
take my leave, with the moſt ſolemn aſſurance, 
that J wou'd not have done what I ſuffer d 


from you, to be indulged in the very foremoſt 


of my withes. And, although I do not per- 
ceive in myſelf any emotions of malevolence 
towards you, I ſhou'd be highly pleaſed to 


| know, that any part of this remonſtrance had 
touch'd your conſcience : becauſe, in my own 
mind, few things are leſs ſupportable, than a 


ſenſe of ſhame. If, on the contrary, you can 
entirely forgive yourſelf, I ſhall not long repine 
at it: but I muſt forget, e er I forgive: which 
will not be the caſe, I fear, till expire. I 
am, with all due reſpect, + 161 
Your Highneſs's Z. * 

moſt obedient, and | | 


Bund- Street, very humble ſervant, 


Jan. 4th. THOMAS: HERVEY» 


(6) 


+ Þ.8. . His Majeſty having miſunderſtoed 
Lord Halitax's application to him on my be- 
half; I hoped to have prevail'd upon the 


Biſhop of Wincheſter to explain, and - ſettle 
that matter: But I found his Lordſhip ſo per- 


fect a courtier, and fo imperfect a friend, that 


I am aſhamed of having been fo long and 
faithfully his. His Lordſhip may remember, 
that he was very eſſentially obliged: to me ſome 


years ago; becauſe it was by my intereſt, and 
my intereſt-ſolely, in the Duke of Graſton and 


Lady Sundon, that he Was i "oaligre to. his 
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This Letter v was accom pany' 'd with, the 01. 
lowing Adyertiſements, publiſhed, in the daily 


T Papers in the year 1763. fs at” Hor 
Herezs Mrs. Hervey ber ny die times 


gem home laſt year, and at leaſt 
a nber the year before, without either: my 
leave; or privity, and has encouraged her Son 
to perſiſt the like rebellious practices; I hereby 
declare, that 1 neither am, nor will be ac- 
countable, for any future debts of hers what- 
ever. She is now keeping forcible poſſefſion 
of my houſe; to which I never did. invite, or 
thought of inviting her, in all my life. 


Tuo. Hexvzr | 


* 


UP) 


Another i in the ſame Year, 


ths Aving lately: received another anonymous 
letter, containing an inuendo highly in- 
jurious to my reputation; I will ſo far befriend + 


the contemptible, brutal author of it; as to ad- 


viſe him to remain for ever conceal'd, leſt 1 
ſhou'd not allow him the accuſtom'd means of 
defending himſelf againſt my juſt reſentment. I 
declare, at the ſame time; to him, and to all 
the. world, upon the faith and honour of 4 
gentleman, that I have not a ſingle grief, either 
of mind, body, or fortune, though very ſenſi- 


bly ſuffering in all, but what I owe to the 
e datzect of his remonſtrance. No 
body living ſtood more in need of a friend; than 
her good ladyſfiip; and none had ever found a 


3 Shou'd I, therefore, receive any further 
moleſtation from her weak advocates, who 


have been her greateſt enemies, I ſhall publiſh 
her laſt penitential letter, bearing date in July, 


1701; for it is ſince, that many of the capital, 

and moſt unpardonable of her tranſgreſſions, 
have been committed. I think, however, that 
the conſcience which would not ſerve her as a 
monitor, will, in time, be my . 


LE T T E. R the Second. 


Map AM, 

TI is undeniably a right of — 1 8 to 

= complain, whatever may be thought of v8 

it their title to redreſs. I have been obliged to 4 
aſſert this right likewiſe in practice; by,troubling | | 
you with a long leiter, which nothing but the 
urgency of my. griefs and wrongs cou d have 

provoked me to. But were I in a country, 
where death might await the utterance of my 
complaints, I am perſuaded that I ſhou'd ex- 
poſe myſelf to it, rather than. ſuffer oppreſſion 
filently. None of our feelings is attended 
with ſo much anguiſh and impatience as the 

| ſenſe of being overborne by power. There is, 
indeed, ſuch a natural and univerſal abhor- 
rence of it, that it is not neceſſary to be the 
ſufferer, to excite in us the utmoſt indignation. 
The moſt trifling conteſts that chance exhibits 
to us in the ſtreets, never fail to verify theſe 
obſervations. And yet the very ſerious and 
pathetic remonſtrance I laid before your High- 
neſs, upon a violence of this nature done to 
me, and for which you are principally account- 
able, ſeems to have made no impreſſion upon 
you at all. I might reaſonably hope, Madam, 

that you wou'd have vouchſafed to let ne 
know, whether you had ſhewn my letter to 1 
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« 1. 

His Majeſty: becauſe, if it ſhou'd be His 
royal will to abide by this arbitrary proceeding, 
T ſhou'd be rid at leaſt of my ſuſpence, and 
abide, on my part, by His determination. I 
can only lay, that ſhou'd this be His final 
pleaſure, | it will prove a painful , pleaſure to 
me. Yet may it be hoped, that I ſhall have 
leave to think ſuitably of it; for thoughts, I 
preſume, will remain for ever free, when 
nothing elſe may. But, in truth, 1 am too 
ſorely vex'd, Madam, to have any further 
reſerve upon this ſubject; and therefore do not 
ſcruple to declare, that where the diſtreſsful 
circumſtances of the ſufferer had been pre- 
viouſly made known *, 1 much doubt, whe- 
ther any other ſovereign in Europe, wou'd have 
been guilty of fo ſevere an exertion of his au- 
| thority. The human heart ſo naturally re- 
coils and yearns at cruelty, that where we 
perceive no ſigns of this ſenſibility, the creature 
may be very fairly pronounced unhumanized. 
My expreſſions are vehement, but they ate 
juſt. They that feel much, cannot but ſpeak 
feelingly. I have done no wrong, and thence 
_ derive an additional reſolution, reſignedly, to 
ſuffer none. Patient as any man under 


ſuch fortuitous evils a8 are unavoidable; but 
BAT more 


3 Lord Hallifax u. was ſo kind, at my requeſt, to ſhew His 
Majeſty my derer to the late Kivg. | 


(10) 5 


more impatient than any, under wilful violences: 


« for a wounded ſpirit who can bear ?” Had 
my property only been jn queſtion, you might 


have been ſomewhat leſs blameable: : but I 


am enduring pains on your account, little in- 


ferior to torture; and miſery admits of no 


retribution from its author. 15 


1 aid not promiſe myſelf much advantage 


from my application to you; yet you ſu cpriſed 
me, I confeſs, by treating it with ſo con- 


| temptuous a diſregard. Your Highneſs cannot, 


ſurely, have ſo miſtaken a ſenſe of any thing, 


as to conceive that your birth and rank will 


colour an offence: on the contrary, they only 


regder it more hideous. But granting that 


power might uſurp the place of reaſon, and 


give fandtion to miſdoings : to commit a treſ⸗ 


Paſs becauſe we may, were to make our motive 


more ſhameful than the deed. 


The truly compaſſ onate Gentleman, to 
whoſe care and counſel my good friend, the 
Biſhop of Derry, recommended me, faid to 
me, with tears in his eyes, that <* I muſt own, 


Ny Sir, you | have been moſt ſingularly unfor- 


6 tunate; for I am certain, that whit has be- 


« fallen you, never * d before, and will 
| "7:57 heVEr 


1 


extremely out of your way, to heap new and 


needleſs evils upon. I have been told, by un- 
queſtionable authority, that the conſtant ad- 


monition of King George the Firſt to his Mi- 
niſters was, Pray take care that I do no 
wrong :” alledging, as was partly imply'd 


in the precaution, * that he was wholly unac- 


«+ quainted with the temper of his people, and 
nature of their government.” But this is very 
memorable, Madam, becauſe it is wondrous 
noble. I am ſtill inclined to believe, that nei- 
ther His Majeſty, or you, can have ſeen your 
error in its full extent, or ye cou'd not haye 
perſiſted in it. I wou'd not have put myſelf 


in the power of the crown, cou'd I have appre- 


hended ſuch an abuſe of it. And this circum- 
ſtance being duly confider'd, the tranſaction be- 
comes, in part, a breach of truſt. To which 


may be added, that, if I cou'd aftord two hun- 
dred pounds for the maintenance of a ſchool- 

boy, I ſhou'd chuſe to have the merit of ſuch 
mun:ficence placed to my own account. And yet 
the arrears excepted, I might not have grudged 


this Money, if it had been rightly appropriated 
and expended ; but my punctilious, upright 
lady, has not only plunder'd me, but is de- 

frauding 


** never happen again.“ And yet, this peer⸗ 
leſs wretch have you gone out of your way, 


4 > Udo Fx Ss. x 8 * * _—- 
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frauding my ſon ; and by her piracies on both. 
makes us jointly contribute, to the oppor of 
her own beggarly relations. 

What I have already ſet forth is ſofficiently 
ſevere; yet a remark of no ſmall account, is 
ſtill to be ſupper- added. Which is, that by the 
fame unequitable meaſure, I am diſpoſſels'd of 
all dominion over my little family ; and an in- 
dependence is eſtabliſh'd for two reprobates, 
who, by the laws of nature, were juſt as much 
my ſubjects, as I am one of His Majeſty's. 

I have urged my expoſtulations with great 
freedom; but you have warranted me in fo 
doing, by your injurious treatment of me; 
which, in the minds of the generous and good, 

will give a ſlave the aſcendancy of his maſter. 
For perſecution dignifies a man, provided he 
ſuſtains himfelf with fortitude and equanimity 
under it. And the little ſenſe that has remain'd 
about my diſſipated and enfecbled mind, has 
always directed, and, I thank God, enabled 
me, to preſerve my temper. Fs 5 
In both my addreſſes to you, I do averr, I 
| have related nothing but the ſtricteſt truth: 
and truth, methinks, ſhou'd be better r e 
khan it is at palaces, becauſe it viſits them but 

ſeldom. If you can think, I ſhall flatter my- 
ſelf that J have made you alſo feel: but when 


1] had the honour to be an inmate of the 
count, 


„ 
court , reflection, as well as feeling, appear d 


to be entire aliens there. 
Had 1 the honour to be better known 


to you, you wou'd not ſuſpect me of boaſting, 


when ! tell you, I have been, through life, 


the bubble of my own virtues ; by letting them 
carry me beyond the bounds of prudence and 
worldly policy : they have been very traitors 
to me. For this faſcinating diſpoſition, has 


prompted me to do many benefits, where I 


ſaw that they were little due, and wou'd be as 
little requited : but the reviſing of ſo foul and 
unequal a reckoning is paſt bearing. The 
wounds we receive from ingratitude, are of a 
pungent, poiſonous nature ; corroding like 
cauſtics on our breaſts: and I am ſuffering 
abundant anguiſh of this ſort, from various 


cauſes. I ſpent, ſome years ago, ninety. 


guineas, in vindicating the rights of a poor op- 
preſs' d ſervant; and even he proved . 
and unworthy, - 

Though 1 have protracted this converſation 
into a very unſeemly length, I beg leave to 
treſpafs a little farther on your patience, by re- 
curring once more to the hateful object of your 

miſ- 


2 was nine or ten years equerry to the late — who 
was guilty of a breach of her promiſe to me, upon my firſt en- 
dering into her ſervice; and In eſign'd my office. 


$ Some of my neareſt relations are included in this charge, 


. 
» 
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e ᷑ . ] ...... ⅛ ˙v $497 =o es —4 


( 24 
miſguided favor, and will then releaſe you: 
A very ſhort recital, will ſpecify thoſe miſbe- 


haviours, of which, in my former letter, I 


gave your Highneſs a general hint only. 
And, in the firſt place, ſhe has lived in an al- 
moſt ayow'd diſobedience to every injunction 
and prohibition | ever laid under. In the next, 
the violence of her temper is ſuch, that the 
perſonal abuſes my ſervants have ſuffer'd from 
her, as well as the groſs indignities offer'd to 
myſelf, are totally incredible. Then ſhe has 
ſquander'd my fortune as laviſhly, as if prodi- 
gality had been a virtue, and ſhe had been 
founding her fame upon a tranſcendancy in it. 
To enhance my bounty by the moſt delicate 
way of beſtowing it, I once ſen, her an hun- 
dred pounds by Ber ſon, to ſupply ſome de- 


/  ficiencies created by play ; 5 which, . in any 


body, circumſtanced as ſhe was, is reproach- 
able beyond meaſure. I have paid debts, 
moreover, ſince her expulſion, to the amount 
ef an hundred and ſeventy pounds; and to 
cloſe this curious account with another 
obſervation of ſome note, I do further 
certify to your Highneſs, upon my honour 
and: conſcience, that, of twenty thouſand 
pounds 1 have ſuffer d her to coſt me, 
ſhe never had any rightful demand upon 
me to the value of twenty ſhillings. But to 
282 D TTY | | fill 


CHF 
fill the meaſure of my mortifications, in conſe- 
quence of my weak, unadviſed connection with 
this paragon in iniquity, it ſeems, tho' I certainly 
incurr'd it without cauſe, that I have not eſcaped 
the diſgrace of cuckoldom. The whole female 
world, however, may learn from hence,. that Aa 
woman may loſe her character, without any 
violation of her honour; and that ſhe cannot 
loſe her own character, without affecting that 
of the huſband. So that my vain trifler, tho 
ſhe has done me no real injury, has made her- 
ſelf accountable to me, for the injury done to 
herſelf. In ſhort, Madam, I hold my reputa- 
tion as dear as any man : yet will pledge it with 
your Highneſs, and with all mankind, upon 
my giving further proofs, that this evil genius 
of mine, is not only the moſt confident, but 
the moſt unprincipled creature, that ever ap- 
pear d upon the earth. And ſuch a ſupremacy, in 
a diſſolute world, is a very ſignal pre-eminence. | 
Growing weary, at times, of ruminating on 
the perplexity in which you have fo ſtrangely 
involved me and my affairs, I often turn my 
thoughts to the occurrences of my paſt life, 
Hut this retroſpect avails me very little; for I 
do not find a ſingle ſtage or period, through the 
whole, that is not mark'd with ſome fort of 
adverſity. But what amazes me moſt is ; that 
with as gentle and pacific a diſpoſition, as ever 
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was bs man; 1 have ſpent a conſiderable part of 
i in a ftate of warfare. My conſcience, ne- 
verthelels; bears me witneſs, that I have not 
only: wild to avoid all the ſtrife and quarrels I 
have been engaged in; but taken peculiar care 
in-all; to have reaſon on my ſide. And having 
made this alliance, I depend upon the authority 
of Mr. Churchill for 2 a much better; b. con- 
elading like him, | 

de If. Reaſon's with me, God is 1 me too . 

IT ſheu d ak pardon, Madam, for this treſpaſs, 
but that you are ſuffering it by retortion only: 
Four Highneſs having been the ficſt aggreſſor 
in our unhappy conflict. To add afflicton, to af- 
Nictien, and difeaſe to ſorrow, is the confum- 
mation of inhumanity. And yet no leſs an im- 
peachment now lies at your door. If you can 
ſtilk hear of a guilt like this, without the leaſt 
eompunction, or defire to atone for it, T ſhall 
not envy you the felicity of ſuch a formation. 
Fhave ſuffer d inexpreſſibly for being too ſenſi- 
tie; yer cou'd never conſent; to be entirely di- 
veſted of "wy feelings. 2 am, Dar all due 
noe" | FR 


Tour Highneſos 
e Non obedient; and 
Bunk hercer IL very humble ſervant, 
| March 5th. ID wo 7; . Tuo. HeRvzy., 
p. 8. 11 any ſingle ing that 1 have aſſerted, Madam, prove 


untrue, 1 will be content to have the whole condema'd as a 
i forgery. | | 
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